SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND PAKISTAN

This insight explores Pakistan's implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a global agenda adopted in 2015 to achieve sustainable development by 2030. Despite initial commitment, Pakistan's ranking has fluctuated, currently standing at 137th in 2024. The analysis highlights Pakistan's moderate improvements in some SDGs and challenges in others, attributing inconsistencies to political instability and economic constraints. Recommendations include enhancing political will, institutional frameworks, data collection, and international collaboration. Achieving the SDGs in Pakistan requires sustained efforts, effective governance, and a coordinated approach across various societal sectors.
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Member states of the UN, in pursuit of collective sustainable development, agreed to adopt a set of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The destination was to protect the planet, end poverty and ensure prosperity for all by 2030. These SDGs are determined by 17 goals, including 169 associated targets and 232 indicators pursued in synchronised international cooperation efforts and national frameworks. The government is independent in taking charge and creating national frameworks to accomplish SDGs, as they are not legally obligatory. Therefore, the interest of international organisations and the effectiveness with which national governments craft programmes to reap the benefits of international support will determine the success of the SDGs.   The accomplishment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) serves as the foundation for the SDGs.
Since January 1, 2016, the Pakistani government has been actively implementing the SDGs. A dedicated section within the Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Initiative is the national coordinating entity for this effort. The government has prioritised the 17 goals into three categories, demonstrating its commitment to achieving the SDGs.
Priority 1: Zero Hunger (SDG 2), Good Health and Well-being (SDG 3), Quality Education (SDG 4), Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6), Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7), Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG 8), and Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (SDG 16). 
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Priority 2: No Poverty (SDG 1), Gender Equality (SDG 5), Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (SDG 9), Reduce Inequality (SDG 10), Partnership for the Goals (SDG 17), and Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11).
Priority 3: Responsible Consumption and Production (SDG 12), Climate Action (SDG 13), Life Below Water (SDG 14) and Life on Land (SDG 15).
Pakistan was among the first countries to adopt the 2030 SDGs agenda through a unanimous parliament resolution. Unfortunately, its ranking has fluctuated over the years, showing inconsistent implementation strategies. Initially, Pakistan stood at 122 and moved to 134 in 2020, then came back to 128 in 2023 with an overall score of 58.97, and again moved to 137 recently in 2024. In comparison, we can see that even the smaller neighbouring countries like Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh have a better ranking/score than Pakistan (as shown in Graph).

[image: ]
Source: Sustainable Development Report 2017, 2020 and 2024

In a recent sustainable development report 2024, Pakistan's ranking declined to 137th from 128th in (2023) with an overall score of (57.02).  The table below shows the detailed performance of Pakistan in 2024 and its comparison with its performance in 2017 and 2020 in achieving the SDGs.  
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Source: Sustainable Development Report 2017, 2020 and 2024.

The Sustainable Development Report 2024 indicates that Pakistan has shown moderate improvement in SDGs 1, 7, 9, 14 and 17. This progress should instil a sense of hope and optimism in the audience. Similarly, Pakistan has stagnated performance in SDGs 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 12, and 15. Pakistan faces significant challenges in SDGs 4, 11, and 16. However, in SDG 10, the United Nations hasn’t received any data from Pakistan.Pakistan needs political will, clear targets, elaborate timelines, budget allocations, robust regulatory framework, and legal support to ensure accountability to achieve the SDGs.

Pakistan's SDGs ranking has fluctuated since 2015. This is because of inconsistent policies, unstable political situation, economic constraints, etc. Achieving the SDGs requires long-term commitment and cooperation from various segments of society. The financial, sociopolitical, and environmental aspects must converge harmoniously to achieve sustainable development. The following are recommended for Pakistan to achieve the SDGs: -
· Pakistan needs political will, clear targets, elaborate timelines, budget allocations, robust regulatory framework, and legal support to ensure accountability to achieve the SDGs.
· Implementing the SDGs in Pakistan requires a robust institutional framework. This involves collaboration between federal and provincial bodies, government agencies, civil society, businesses, and academia. The complexity of this task underscores the need for a coordinated and comprehensive approach to achieving the SDGs.
· To ensure evidence-based decisions, the government must enhance its data collection, analysis and reporting mechanisms.
· Campaigns to raise awareness about the SDGs should be launched nationwide. Similarly, SDGs content should be incorporated into educational curricula to foster a culture of sustainability.
· Pakistan must implement anti-poverty programmes and promote inclusive economic growth to eradicate poverty.
· Collaboration with other nations, active participation in international forums, and partnerships to share SDG implementation knowledge, resources, and technology are crucial.           
In summary, Pakistan has made strides in several areas, but social inequality, economic limitations, and political instability prevent the SDGs from being fully achieved. Achieving sustainable development is contingent upon implementing efficient governance, sustained endeavours, and international collaboration.

Disclaimer:	The views expressed in this Insight are of the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the policy of NDU.
2

image3.png
SDGs Score

SRILANKA
PAKISTAN
NEPAL 2024
=2023
o =2020
BHUTAN S
BANGLADESH
ArGHANSTAN \
. . . . |
SWEDEN
o 10 20 30 4 0 e 70 8 % 100
Sweden | Afghanistan | Bangladesh | _Bhutan india Nepal | pakistan | riLanka
-2028 857 48.24 64.35 7254 63.99 67.07 57.02 67.43
=203 8676 40,01 6591 7234 63.45 66.47 5897 69.4
=202 847 542 635 9.5 619 659 56.2 669
22017 865 68 56.2 5.5 581 616 55.6 65.9





image4.png
SDGs SDGs Goal Performance | Performance | Performance | Over-all
(Scale) n2017 | in2020 in2024 | Performance
T Wopovery EER) 5% 5%
overy headcount at $ 215/ day
{povery S50 Mosert nprovemet
7 Zaro Hunger % % 5%
{orevaience o undemurishment) Stgre
3| Good Health and Wel-Geing 7 T X =
(Watemal mortaltyratio (er 100,000 ive
tem stagnate
T Quality Education R 5% 2T ¥
(Lieracy rae (% o population aged 15 0
2) Decreasing
5| Gender Equaiy 5% E =
(Demand fo famiy planing saisied by =)
modem methods) Stagrate
& Clean Water and Santaion EX: % 2 =
(Populaton having access o basi drinking
wator senices) Stograte
7 Affodabie and Ciean Eneray. EES = £
(having access to dlecity) . N
& | Decent work and Economic Growth | 15% Exy = =
(adjusted GDP growth) tagnate
[ ndusiry, innovalion and Infrastructure | 16% 5% Ex
(populaton using the inieret) Mot R eprovement
70| Reduced iequaiiies Trformation | Tomaiion | Tommaiin ®
Unavadable | Unavaiabie | Unavadabe
7| Sustamable Cifes and Communites | 60.9% S15% %
(oroporion o population access o
irmproved water 3ous (% uroan Decreasing
popuiaton))
72| Responsibie Consumpion and [ T 3
Producion =)
(monicpal soid waste (per cay) stagnate
T3 Climate Change [ % %
(coniroling CO; emissions from fossil uel =)
Combuston and cement poduction) stagnate
T2 Life Below Water T EX 5%
(protecing ey areas i marine sites
important o biodersiy) Maerst nprovemert
75 [ Life on Land oS e Ex
(protecing key areas i teresiral stes =)
imporiant o blodrersiy) stagnate
76| Peace, Jusice and Strong nsitutons | 7% e %
(coniroling homides(per 100,000
popuiation)) Decreasing
7| Parinerships for e Goals B ] 5%

(Govemment spending on health and
education (% of GDP))

Moderste Improvement





image1.jpeg




image2.png
GIODHEATH CIEAWTR
ADWELLAENG h ANDSHNTATION

o :

1 CLIMATE 1 LFE BELOW 1 LFE 1 PEACE, JUSTICE WWIWWS
ACTION WATER NLND ANDSTRONG IHRWEIIIK
Sl SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

z@

OALS





